
DRIVING 
ADVISORY
LICENCES AND 
WHICH VEHICLE 
WEIGHTS YOU 
CAN DRIVE

What can I drive?
The simplest way to check is to look 
on the back of your photocard driving 
licence where you will find a list of the 
categories you can drive. But  
this list doesn’t explain the various 
rules which can apply depending on 
when you passed your driving test. 
Here’s our simple guide to UK driving 
licence rules…

Category BE
You can drive a vehicle up to 3,500kg 
MAM with a trailer. Again, there are 
differences depending on when you 
passed your test. 

If your BE licence is valid from before 
19 January 2013, you can tow any size 
trailer within the towing limits of the 
vehicle, but if it is valid after 19 January 
2013, you can tow a trailer with a MAM 
of up to 3,500kg within the towing 
limits of the vehicle. 

For electric vans, the weight limit is 
4,250kg MAM (to take account of 
the heavier weight of batteries in EVs 
compared to regular diesels), although 
the vehicle and trailer limit remains at 
7,000kg.

Category B 
The one that everyone has (entitling 
you to drive vehicles up to 3.5 
tonnes), but what other categories 
you can drive depends on when you 
passed your test. Those who passed 
their test after January 1, 1997, have 
different rules: you can drive vehicles 
up to 3,500kg MAM with up to eight 
passenger seats, and you can tow a 
trailer that weighs up to 3,500kg MAM.

A raft of changes made 
to UK driving licence 
categories have resulted 
in confusion over which 
employees are eligible  
to drive certain vehicles,  
and the weights of vehicle 
and trailers.

This guide aims to simplify 
the current framework so 
you can ensure your drivers 
are qualified to drive the 
correct vehicles.

You can also go to the 
Government’s online check 
tool here, which lets you 
input your details to see 
what vehicles you are 
eligible to drive.

And don’t forget that 
different rules apply in 
Northern Ireland, see here. 

Decoding  
licence lingo
MAM - Maximum 
Authorised Mass 
(also known as 
GVW – gross vehicle weight, or 
permissible maximum weight): 
the weight of the vehicle, the 
trailer and the maximum load 
allowed all combined make up 
the MAM. 

This is normally shown in the 
vehicle handbook or on the 
chassis plate fitted to the vehicle.

https://www.gov.uk/vehicles-can-drive/y
http://www.nidirect.gov.uk/information-and-services/driving-licences/vehicle-categories-and-driving-foreign-licence
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Don’t forget! Renew your 
photocard every 10 years
You must renew photocard driving 
licences every 10 years. It costs £14 a 
time and you will receive a reminder 
before your current licence expires.

Category C 
You can drive rigid body vehicles 
(previously known as class 2) over 
3,500kg MAM plus a trailer up to 
750kg.

Category CE
Previously referred to as a class 1, 
this category allows a driver to drive 
an articulated lorry or draw-bar 
combination. This could be up to a 
maximum combined weight of 44 
tonnes.

Longer semi-trailers (LSTs) are a type 
of heavy goods vehicle (HGV) for use 
on UK roads. They can be up to 15.65 
metres in length, which is up to 2.05 
metres longer than a current standard 
semi-trailer (13.6 metres).

Moving up to HGVs
To drive HGVs (or Category 
C vehicles), you will need 
a provisional licence, pass 
a theory test, undergo 
a medical and ususally 
undertake 35 hours of 
Periodic CPC training every 
five years. 

 
RED Corporate Driver 
Training offers companies 
help in training drivers to 
HGV standard through 
courses with our specialist 
trainers, as well as ensuring 
CPC standards are met.

Category D1E 
You can drive minibuses as outlined 
above with a trailer over 750kg, but 
the combined MAM cannot exceed 
12,000kg.

You may be able to drive a 
C1 vehicle on your current 
licence.
 Category C1

If you passed your test before January 
1, 1997, you can drive a vehicle and 
trailer up to 8,250kg MAM, or a 
minibus (D1) with no more than 16 
passenger seats and with a trailer of 
750kg MAM.

If you have passed your driving test 
after January 1, 1997, and you need 
to drive vehicles between 3,500 and 
7,500kg, you need to take the C1 
driving test.

If you passed your driving test before 
this date, you can drive vehicles 
between 3,500 and 7,500kg MAM, plus 
a trailer up to 750kg but not exceeding 
8,250kg (denoted by code 107 on the 
reverse of the driving licence).

 Category C1E
The same as above, only you can tow 
a trailer over 750kg MAM. However, 
the combined weight of vehicle and 
loaded trailer cannot exceed 12,000kg. 
You must take an additional driving 
test to be able to drive the C1+E 
combination when it is between the 
8,250-12,000kg weight.

Category D1 
If you passed your test prior to 
January 1, 1997, you can drive a 
minibus with no more than 16 
passenger seats, a maximum length 
of 8 metres, plus a trailer up to 750kg 
MAM (but are most likely to be subject 
to code 101 – not for hire or reward). 

http://www.redtraining.com

